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mercial agent of the U. S. in France in
1777-8, and in 1778-9 was nominally the
diplomatic representative of the U. S. to
Austria and Prussia, but had no official
standing at Vienna or Berlin owing to the
refusal of the two countries at that time
to recognize the U. S. as an independent na-
tion, and actually resided in Paris and in
Frankf ort-on-the-Main.

Leech, John (1817-64), English artist and
caricaturist. It is as a political cartoonist in
the pages of Punch that Leech is pre-emi-
nently known. He also illustrated A'Beck-
ett's Comic History of England (1847-8)
and Comic History of Rome (1852), and
Hood's Comic Annual. His Punch drawings
were republished as Pictures of Life and
Character (1854-69) and Pencillings from
Punch (1864-5).

Leeches are modified annelids, or ringed
worms, adapted to a special method of life.
A typical example is Hirudo medicmalis, one
of the medicinal leeches, still used in blood-
letting. It lives in fresh water, and is com-
mon in Germany, Bohemia, and Russia. The

Leeches.

i,  Medicinal  leech;   2,   horse
leech; 3, skate-leech.

diet consists of the blood of vertebrates, to
which the leech attaches itself by its suck-
ers. Within the mouth lie three triangular
tooth-plates, by means of which a small
tridadiate incision is made in the skin of
the animal attacked. This done, the leech
proceeds to fill its crop, which extends al-
most from end to end of the body, and has
eleven lateral pockets. When these have
become distended with blood, the leech
drops from its temporary host, and the slow
process of digestion begins. The eggs are
laid in cocoons in damp earth. Apart from
the familiar medicinal leech, a number of
other leeches occur, some in fresh water,
some in salt, and some on land in damp
places, and many species inhabit the United
States.

Leeds, munic., par!., and co., bor., in York-
shire, England. It is situated on the Aire, by
which it has water communication with
the Humbcr, while the Leeds and Liverpool
Canal connects it with the western sea-
board. The Yorkshire College, constituted
1874, became in 1887 one of the constituent
colleges of the Victoria University, Man-
chester, and is now established as a self-
contained university. It includes textile and
art departments, founded by the Clothwork-
crs' Company, affording practical instruction
in the various branches of cloth manufac-
ture. Leeds is the chief center of the woolen
industry in England, established in the mid-
dle ages; but the modern development of
Leeds dates from the introduction of steam-
power machinery towards the close of the
18th century. Other large industries include
locomotives, machinery, heavy iron and
steel goods of all kinds, chemical, glass, print-
ing, leather goods and pottery; p. 492,000.
Leeds, Thomas Osborne, Duke of
(1631-1712), English Statesman. A zealous
Protestant, in political life he is stated to have
been 'greedy of wealth and honors, cor-
rupt himself, and a corruplcr of others.'
Charles n. held him in high favor, and he
acquired great power. Accused of intrigue
and bribery, he was committed to the
Tower, and remained there for nearly five
years. At the revolution, declaring himself
an adherent of William of Orange, he re-
ceived promotion as president of the coun-
cil and Duke of Leeds (1694).
Leek, a liliaceous plant long cultivated for
the lower part of its leaves, which form a
thick succulent stem, much used in soups
and stews, especially in French cookery. The
seed should IDG sown in February, and the
young plants should be planted out in deep-
ly-dug and richly-manured soil, nine inches
being left from plant to plant. Leek re-
quires liberal applications of water. The
blanching is effected by earthing up the
stems as growth proceeds, care being taken
not to bury the crowns. The leeks should
be fit for use from September to March or
April. The leek is the emblem of the Welsh-
men, worn on St. David's Day, March i.
Leeuwarden, town, Netherlands, cap. of
prov. of Groningen; contains a Frisian mu-
seum, and a royal palace (1587-1747). It has
manufactures of linens, musical instruments,
vehicles, and glass, and large cattle and
fruit markets; p.47,701.
Leeuwenhoek, Anton Van (1632-1723),
Dutch microscopist, who made, an extra-